Hollyburn Mountain - Cypress Mountain
A Geographic & Historical Overview

Hollyburn Mountain Trail Map – 1925 (Vancouver Daily Province
For people whose connection with the mountain goes back several decades, the name “Hollyburn” evokes many
thoughts and emotions, much like the name “Shangri-La” does for people of a certain age. Most of the key
geographic features that are connected with the history of Hollyburn lie within Cypress Provincial Park (north to
south): The Lions, Unnecessary Mountain, Mount St. Marks, Mount Strachan, Yew Lake (Cypress Lake), Black
Mountain, Hollyburn Mountain, Hollyburn shoulder, Hollyburn plateau, the plateau lakes - Triangle Lake, Sixth
Lake, Fifth Lake, Fourth Lake, Third Lake, Second Lake, & Elsvik Lake, the Hollyburn Ridge lakes – First Lake, West
Lake, Blue Gentian Lake & Lost Lake. For the most part, the creeks that flow southward from Hollyburn Ridge to
the sea lie within District of West Vancouver’s upper lands.
During the first two decades of the 20th century, the most frequent visitors on Hollyburn Ridge were loggers who
built a network of trails, roads, an inclined railway and flumes to access and transport the abundant timber
resources that were harvested on the Ridge. A network of ditches dug by the loggers directed water from the
plateau lakes and small creeks to the flumes that carried shingle bolts cut at the Nasmyth mill to the West
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Vancouver waterfront. By the early 1920’s, the mill was abandoned. By this time, hikers were already using the
roads and trails to reach the plateau lakes and Hollyburn Peak. In January 1925, the cookhouse for the mill and
several small cabins became the first commercial ski operation on the North Shore Mountains. A year later, after
two winter seasons of low snowfall, the cookhouse was dismantled, moved higher up the mountain, and renamed
the Hollyburn Ski Camp.
Since the fall of 1926, Hollyburn Lodge, then known as the Hollyburn Ski Camp, has sat on the western shore of
First Lake on Hollyburn Ridge. For over 90 years, hikers have been climbing trails near Brothers Creek and Lawson
Creek to reach the Lodge. On their way up to ‘the Ridge’, they often stopped at Lost Lake, Blue Gentian and West
Lake, known to Hollyburn’s early loggers and hikers as East Lake, Middle Lake and West Lake.
After a relatively short climb above First Lake, hikers arrived on the Hollyburn plateau and the small lakes & ponds
clustered around Fourth Lake, where they would sometimes pause for a quick swim. Then, after a long, gradual
ascent, they reached the bottom of a steep hill known as Ramstad’s hill. (During the winter, the route up
Ramstad’s extended as far as the Hollyburn shoulder, and for the next three decades was a popular downhill ski
run for Vancouver’s first generation of skiers.) Hikers would then follow a summer trail that led gradually
westward to the Heather Lakes on the Hollyburn shoulder. After another short, steep ascent, the reached
Hollyburn Peak.
For many years, a well-maintained trail on the northwest side of Hollyburn Peak led down to the col between
Hollyburn and Strachan Mountains. From there, the trail continued on to the summit of Mt Strachan. Hikers who
wanted to bypass Hollyburn Peak and head directly to Mt. Strachan would turn left onto another trail before
reaching the bottom of Ramstad’s. This trail, on the west-facing slopes of Hollyburn, went through Strachan Valley
and past Frank Lake before reaching the col between Hollyburn and Strachan. From there the trail continued on to
the south peak of Mt. Strachan. Today, one can still follow this route, but it is not well maintained.
Hikers whose ultimate goal was the ascent of the West Lion, would descend a gully between the north and south
peaks of Mt. Strachan to the Strachan meadows. From there they would climb westward until they reached a long
north-south ridge that took them over the summits of Mount St. Marks and Unnecessary Mountain and then on
to the Lions. Today this ridge route is part of the popular Howe Sound Crest Trail.
During the twenties and thirties, before the construction of the Lions Gate Bridge, the Hollyburn chairlift, the Seato-Sky Highway, and Cypress Bowl Road, hikers wanting to climb the Lions began their journey by taking a small
ferry to West Vancouver. They would then hike up to Hollyburn Ridge before following one of two routes
described above; quite an amazing feat!
Yew Lake and Black Mountain were two other popular destinations for hikers and skiers in the early days. Hikers
would often follow a route similar to that of today’s Baden Powell Trail past Whyte Lake and Donut Rock, through
the lake country on Black Mountain and then, onto the summit.
Photos taken by hikers and skiers in the ‘30’s and ‘40’s indicate there was another route that led to a point close
to Yew Lake and then up the north facing slopes of Black Mountain. During the mid-1920’s, Hollyburn pioneer,
Eilif Haxthow, had a small cabin and a trap line on the north side of Yew Lake, (then called Cypress Lake.) On
occasion, Daily Province writer, Pollough Pogue camped near the lake. Most likely, Eilif, Pollough, and other early
hikers and skiers heading for Black Mountain followed the old Strachan trail for a short distance, and then
followed a westerly route to Yew Lake similar to that of the Baden-Powell Trail today.
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What’s In a Name?
“Hollyburn Mt.” versus “Cypress Mountain” versus “Black Mt.” versus Mt. Vaughan ”
“Mt. Strahan” versus “Mt. Strawn” versus “Mt. Strakan”
Strachan can be pronounced either "Strawn" or "Stracken". The former is based on the Gaelic pronunciation, and
the latter is based on the Scots language pronunciation and includes the guttural 'ch' as in 'loch'.
However, from my travels I've come to the conclusion that "Strawn" is the most common pronunciation in USA,
Canada and Australia, whereas "Stracken" is the most common pronunciation in the UK. I live in England but have
visited Scotland often, and have definitely found "Stracken" to be how most people this side of the pond
pronounce my name. Here in the UK we currently have a famous football manager called Gordon Strachan, and
he is always referred to as Gordon "Stracken".
To complicate things, however, the village of Strachan in Scotland is pronounced "Strawn" - which is why there is
a saying "The village is Strawn but the people are Stracken." The Strachan Society claims that about 80%+ of
Strachans in Scotland pronounce their name "Stracken".
But if you're called Strachan, then the correct way to pronounce your name is whatever way you like! It is, after all,
your name.
Judy Strachan (or Judy "Stracken")

Haunted Trails of Hollyburn
Pollough Pogue - May 3rd, 1925

At a rock dam on the farther side of the flat the trail ends, but by cruising westerly, over open alpine parks, and
climbing high rock ledges covered with scattering timber, hikers attain Hollyburn peak, called by some Mount
Vaughan, from whose granite summit there is a noble view over the field of mountains between Hollyburn ridge
and Howe Sound, and across the deep canyons to the east and south. The Lion peaks appear close at hand from
here. This is a real rugged mountain height.
“Sue” Moody’s loggers, in red and white checkered wincey shirts and full cloth or cottonade trousers tucked into
long boots with scarlet tops, reaped the first forest crop off Hollyburn Ridge, then called Black Mountain or
Cypress Mountain, and to get the tree giants to their booming-ground at Hollyburn, they built the old skidroads
and travoy trails.
To make the trip from West Vancouver to Hollyburn peak, and back in a day is a splendid hike. Start early in the
morning or you’ll be late getting back. Looking from the rock knob on the top of Hollyburn, the next ridge, Mt.
Strahan, invites you. Camp at the Naismith mill, and start from there, and you can make Strahan and back next
day easily.
THE OLD BLACK MOUNTAIN TRAIL
If you look at the trail-map of Hollyburn, you will see that there is marked on it the trail that begins on the west
bank of the Capilano at the end of the suspension bridge that swings high over the emerald river.
This is said by old-timers to be the oldest of the Hollyburn Ridge trails, over half a century ago, when mineral
prospectors cruised over the ridge, and hiked into the mountains between the ridge and Howe Sound, they
called the ridge Black Mountain.

3

Cypress Bowl/Cypress Mountain
Cypress Bowl is a geographic feature formed by natural drainage slopes on Black Mountain, Mt. Strachan, and
Hollyburn Mt. that feed water into Yew Lake, originally named Cypress Lake.
The name, "Cypress" appears in the following names: Cypress Provincial Park, Cypress Bowl Recreations Ltd,
Cypress Creek, Cypress Bowl Highway, & finally Cypress Mountain, the name used by a majority of today’s active
downhill skiers when referring to the ski areas on Hollyburn, Black & Strachan whereas many snowshoers and
cross-country skiers are more likely to use the name, “Hollyburn Mountain”.
Cross-country skiers and snowshoers are more likely to use the name "Hollyburn Mountain. The name of the
lodge at First Lake has changed over time as well. Originally it was called the Hollyburn Ski Camp. The Burfield
family changed the name to Hollyburn Ski Lodge and CBRL changed the name to Hollyburn Lodge.

Upcoming ABC TV Series - “The Crossing”
“The Crossing” is an upcoming American science fiction thriller series set to air on ABC in 2018
and is currently being filmed at Hollyburn Lodge and the area around First Lake. In March, filming for the
series took place in Ucuelet, BC. Here is a link to a preview video of the series.
<http://www.imdb.com/title/tt6461824/videoplayer/vi1602337049?ref_=tt_ov_vi>

1. Refugees from a war-torn country seek asylum in a small American fishing town, only the country these people
are from is America… and the war they are fleeing hasn't happened yet..= As the government tries to uncover the
truth behind this mysterious migration only one thing is certain: The lives of the people here — both the
townspeople and these newcomers — will never be the same. Writers Dan Dworkin & Jay Beattie executive
produce with Jason Reed.
2. Refugees from a war-torn country start showing up to seek asylum in an American town. Only the country
these people are from is America and the war they are fleeing is 250 years in the future. The local sheriff with a
past, a federal agent and a mother in search of her missing refugee daughter drive this allegory with a surprising
conspiracy at the center.
3. Written/executive produced by Dan Dworkin and Jay Beattie, executive produced by Jason Reed and directed
by Rob Bowman, The Crossing revolves around refugees from a war-torn country who start showing up to seek
asylum in an American town. But the country these people are from is America, and the war they are fleeing is
250 years in the future. Jude (Zahn), the local sheriff with a past, and Emma (Holt), a federal agent and a mother
in search of her missing refugee daughter, drive this allegory with a surprising conspiracy at the center.
Walter McBride Campbell will play Paul, a mysterious and cerebral member of a group of survivors who arrive on
the shores of a sleepy New England beach town after an apparent catastrophe.
Zach recently starred in the Amazon series Mad Dogs. He appeared in Matt Ross’s acclaimed Captain Fantastic
opposite Viggo Mortensen, and he also recently wrapped a lead role in Matt Reeves’ Fox feature War of the
Planet of the Apes.
____________________________
For more information about Hollyburn Mountain history and what is currently happening on Hollyburn please visit

HHS website <www.hollyburnheritage.ca>

Hollyburn Heritage Society Facebook page
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Hollyburn Mountain Historical Timeline
1875 - Geologist and naturalist George Dawson writes about the forest above West Vancouver.
1889 - First recorded ascent of the West Lion by a hunting party, which includes Doctor Henry Bell-Irving and Chief
Joe Capilano.
October 5, 1894 - First recorded ascent of Grouse Mountain by Sidney Williams and Captain Phil Thompson.
October 12, 1894 - First recorded ascent of Dam and Goat Mountains by Sidney Williams, George Edwards, Ernest
Cleveland, R. Parkinson, and Knox (of Duncan).
June 1895 - First recorded ascent of Crown Mountain.
1895 - Edward Mahon builds the first cabin on Hollyburn Ridge near Lost Lake.
1903 - Labour Day weekend - First recorded ascent of the East Lion by the Latta brothers (William, Bert, and John).
1906 - R. M. Mills, H.B. Row, and George Jarrett build a small cabin called the "The Red Shack" on the south-facing
slopes of Grouse Mtn. at an elevation of about 2500 feet. During the next four years, they use the cabin as a base
to climb Grouse, Dome, Dam and Crown Mountains.
1907 - Founding of the British Columbia Mountaineering Club (BCMC)
August 1907 - First recorded ascent of Mount Garibaldi by A. Dalton. W. Dalton, A. King, T. Pattison, J. Trorey, and
G. Warren.
Summer 1908 - First recorded ascent of Mount Seymour by a BCMC party, which includes Frank Smith, Billy Gray,
Chas. Chapman, Fred Mills, B.S. Darling and George Harrower.
1908 - BCMC members make the first recorded ascent of Hollyburn Mountain.
1911 - The Swedish immigrant Rudolph Verne skis on Grouse Mountain, probably the first person to do so. His
account of his 1911 trip to Grouse first appears in Pollough Pogue's Hiker and Skier magazine in 1933 as part of a
four-part series on the history of skiing in the Dominion of Canada.
1911 - John Davidson does a formal botanical survey of the mountains above West Vancouver.
1912 - John Davidson renames Mount Vaughan, "Hollyburn Mountain".
July 1, 1918 - James Nasmyth purchases the assets of the Cypress Lumber Company and establishes a mill at the
760m level on Hollyburn Ridge. First Lake and small lakes on the Hollyburn plateau are dammed. Channels and a
flume are built to divert water to the Nasmyth mill and flumes further down the ridge.
1920 - Noted climber and UBC agronomist Bert Brink makes his first ascent of Hollyburn as a member of a Cub
Scout troop from Vancouver.
1922 - Rudolph Verne, having lived in Alberta for several years, returns to Vancouver when he is hired as an
instructor at the Vancouver Connaught Skating Club.
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May 1922 - Rudolph Verne makes his first trip to Hollyburn Mountain. Rudolph Verne immediately sees the skiing
potential there. Verne starts a ski factory and the Olympic Sport Shop.
Fall 1924 - Rudolph Verne hires Eilif Haxthow and Eric Ahlberg and other Scandinavians to convert the abandoned
buildings at the old Nasmyth mill site at the 2500’ level on Hollyburn into the first commercial ‘ski-camp’
operation on the North Shore mountains.
Tuesday, January 6, 1925 - Eilif Haxthow and Eric Ahlberg begin to serve simple meals in the cookhouse and rent
skis to hikers climbing up Hollyburn Ridge.
Saturday, January 24, 1925 - Pollough Pogue's article, "Hiking on Hollyburn Ridge" is published in the Vancouver
Daily Province.
Sunday, May 3, 1925 - Pollough Pogue's article, "Haunted Trails of Hollyburn" is published in the Sunday Province.
May 1925 - Buddy Barker makes her first trip to Hollyburn Mountain with her friends Katie Franklin and Wes
Kennedy. On the way they meet Pollough Pogue at his campsite below the Nasmyth mill site.
October 11, 1925 - 170 members of the Vancouver and New Westminster newspaper fraternity hike up Hollyburn.
Sunday, March 13, 1926 - In a major article in the Province newspaper, "Grouse Mountain Highway", Don Munday
reports on progress made regarding the construction of the Grouse Mountain Highway and Chalet.
1926 – Using boards scavenged from abandoned flumes, Gerry Hardman and his high school buddies build a cabin
below the old Nasmyth Mill site.
Fall 1926 – Eilif Haxthow builds a small cabin on Hollyburn Ridge.
Fall 1926 - Rudolph Verne hires Oscar Persson (Pearson), Olle Andersson, Anders Israel (Andrew Irvine), Axel Sneis
and Harold Enquist to dismantle the cook house at the Nasmyth mill site and move it to First Lake where it is
reassembled and named the “Hollyburn Pacific Ski Camp.” The lodge soon becomes a popular gathering place for
skiers, hikers and cabin owners.
Sunday, January 16, 1927 - The Hollyburn Ski Camp at First Lake officially opens for business.
March 1927 - Rudolph J. Verne forms the Hollyburn Pacific Ski Club, which is officially recognized by the C.A.S.C.
on April 15, 1927, as the first ski club with mountain headquarters on the Pacific Coast of North America.
April 15 – 17, 1927 - The first officially-sanctioned cross-country ski race on Hollyburn Mountain is held on the ski
grounds around First Lake. A small ski jump on the east side of First Lake is used for the first ski jumping
tournament.
1927 - The First Lake diving platform is built.
Sunday, January 1, 1928 - In a field of twenty competitors, Axel Sneis wins the season's first cross-country race,
beating the second man by one minute over the four-mile course.
March 18 - By winning the four-mile cross-country ski race on this date and the ski-jumping tournament the week
before (March 11), Finn Fladmark is the first person to hold the Leyland Cup representing the all-round
championship of the Hollyburn Pacific Ski Club.
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Sunday, April 1, 1928 – The first officially sanctioned cross-country ski race for women takes place on a two mile
course around First Lake. Doris Parkes is first closely followed by Daisy Bourdon (2nd) and Millie Kennedy (3rd).
July 17, 1928 – A black bear makes a much-publicized visit to the Hollyburn Ski Camp. Photos and postcards of the
encounter subsequently appear in many photo collections of Hollyburn Mountain pioneers.
September 2, 1929 - Grouse Mountain hosts Winston Churchill, England’s Chancellor of the Exchequer at the time
and future prime minister for dinner in the Grouse Mountain Chalet. Churchill is accompanied by his son Randolph
and his brother Jack.
1930 - Scotty Finlayson and his friends begin to build the “Canuck’ cabin on Hollyburn Ridge.
1931 - Norm Deacon makes his first trip to West Lake.
1932 - Scotty Finlayson is chosen by the cabin owners to represent them after the District of West Vancouver
decides to regulate cabin sites, construction and maintenance. Their choice is approved by Joe Leyland, the Reeve
of West Vancouver. Scotty is sworn in as a Special Constable and for $25.00 a month becomes the Park Ranger.
September 1932 - Roland Brewis begins to build West Lake Lodge beside West Lake on property owned by
Edward Mahon, a North Shore pioneer. Construction continues during a winter characterized by a record
snowfall.
March 18, 1933 - West Lake Lodge officially opens.
1933 - Two members of the Hollyburn Pacific Ski Club, Mickey Pogue and Noel ‘Irish ‘Beaumont take on the
contract to build a trestle for the ski jump at West Lake.
April 9, 1933 - Ski jumping competition at the First Lake Ski Jump on Hollyburn Ridge.
January 27, 1934 - Official opening of the West lake Ski Jump. Nordal Kaldahl, the Northwest champion at the
time, makes two jumps and declares it excellent.
Sunday, March 11, 1934 - The first Vancouver City Championships are held on Hollyburn. Nordal Kaldahl wins the
ski jumping event at West Lake, and Irish Beaumont, co-builder of the West Lake trestle wins the B class jumping
and the combined event. An estimated 3,000 persons hike up the West Lake trail which took off from the top of
15th Street in West Vancouver.
October1934 - Les May (chair) and the social committee of the Vancouver Ski Club organise a very successful
Thanksgiving Dance at the Hollyburn Ski Camp. The annual Skiers’ Dance takes place at the Embassy, 1024 Davie
Street. The Grouse Mountain Ski Club and Hollyburn Pacific Ski Club also participate. The dance is attended by 500
people. Dances are a popular feature of Vancouver skiing scene.
October 1934 - Olaf Moen completes an addition to Ron Brewis’ West Lake hill, raising the trestle by ten feet,
creating the possibility of 175-foot jumps. The West Lake jump is now the biggest in the Lower Mainland.
November 1934 - The West Lake Ski Camp advertises Saturday night dances. Music is provided by the West Lake
Harmony Orchestra.
November 1934 - Vancouver Ski Club members are able to reserve bunk space at the Boys’ and Girls’ Club cabins
for $10.00 for the season.
1935 - Fred Burfield makes his first trip to Hollyburn Mountain.
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March 22, 1936 - The Vancouver ski Club holds a ski jump tournament on the new Mobraaten hill.
1936 - Mrs. Hughes (the ‘Bread Lady’) builds a cabin across the road from the “Forks” store, moves there with her
son Vince Hernandez, and begins selling fresh baked good to hikers and Ski Lodge owners.
November 15, 1936 - While checking snow conditions before opening ski season Scotty Finlayson runs one ski
under a buried tree branch and breaks his lower leg.
March 16, 1937 - Edward Mahon, owner of West Lake Lodge, dies. Mrs. Mahon and her son decide to sell the
lodge.
1937 - After the 1936/1937 ski season Scotty Finlayson joins the regular West Vancouver Police force leaving the
job as Ranger for a “younger man”, Ted Russell.
May 1, 1938 - West Lake Lodge closes permanently after West Vancouver Municipality decides to acquire the
property for watershed. Soon after that, the lodge and ski jump trestle are dismantled. Fred and Harry purchase
ten acres of land on the north border of the block closest to the original West Lake site. The Jones boys take on
the job of demolishing the lodge and cabins, skidding whatever logs they can use down on the late snow to their
proposed location. With their father helping, they set about constructing a magnificent two-story log building.
They name it Westlake Ski Lodge.
1938 - The Heaps Timber Company of Los Angeles bulldozes a steep, hairpin-turn, logging road into the lower
edge of their 40-hectare timber lease. Hollyburn hikers and skiers vigorously oppose the logging of more land. The
belief of the time is that this timber should be saved from the loggers so eventually the government of the day
buys Heaps off with an exchange of timber rights elsewhere in the province. The logging road left behind is used
for many years as access to the mountain.
1939 - The Jones brothers finish building Westlake Ski Lodge. Fred Jones hires Mrs. Hughes (the Bread Lady) to
manage the ski lodge from Sunday night to Saturday morning while he works in the North Vancouver Shipyards.
1940 - Fred Burfield becomes one of the first members of the Volunteer Ski Patrol on Hollyburn. For the next two
years, he works as the supervisor of the First Aid Patrol part time.
1941 - Fred Burfield works at a small mill on Hollyburn for two months as the first aid man
1942 - From 1942 to 1943, Fred Burfield works as the Forest Ranger for West Vancouver.
November 12, 1942 - Fred Burfield marries Evelyn Kathleen Davies.
1943 - From 1943 to 1946, Fred Burfield works for the Vancouver Water Board as provincial police officer and
patrolman.
1944 - After buying out he Heaps Timber Company interests in the late 1930s, the BC provincial government sets
Cypress Bowl aside as a park reserve.
1946 - The Burfield family purchases Hollyburn Ski Lodge from Oscar Pearson, Ole Anderson, and Andrew Irvine
1948 - The first rope tows near Westlake Lodge are installed.
1948 - Hi Colville and Bill Theodore start a bus service from the from the top of 22nd Street that takes skiers four
miles up the Ridge to the ‘Old Mill’ site, or as far as they can go
1949 - Harry and Fred Jones sell Westlake Lodge to Don Lee.
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1950 - Hi Colville and Bill Theodore form the Hollyburn Aerial Tram Company and begin construction of the
Hollyburn chairlift. It opens later that year.
1950 - Oscar Pearson returns to Hollyburn and works at the top of the new chairlift for the next twelve years.
1952 - Harry Burfield moves his ski shop to the top of the chairlift at Hi-View Lodge; Fred and Evy move into
Hollyburn Ski Lodge.
1954 - Fred and Harry Burfield inherit Hollyburn Ski Lodge when Joseph Burfield passes away.
1954 - Norm Deacon buys Westlake Ski Lodge.
November 1956 - Fred and Evy Burfield have a daughter, Peggy Jane.
1957 - The ‘golden age’ of downhill skiing on Hollyburn begins to wane.
1958 - Oscar Pearson builds a new cabin on Hollyburn near Hi-View Lodge.
November 1962 - Oscar Pearson retires from Hollyburn Aerial Trams Ltd.
1964 - Fred Burfield buys his brother, Harry, out of the Hollyburn Ski Lodge.
1964 - In 1964 local financiers take control of Alpine Outdoor Recreation Resources, and announce plans to build
a ski development in Cypress Bowl.
June 1965 - Hi-View Lodge burns to the ground.
1966 – From 1966 to 1969 substantial sections of old-growth forest on Black and Strachan mountains in Cypress
Bowl are clear-cut by the owners of Alpine Outdoor Recreation Resources Bowl under the guise of establishing a
ski area.
1969 - In 1969/1970, Alpine Outdoor Recreation Resources falls into the hands of an international developer of
dubious reputation, the Manila-based Benguet Consolidated Inc.
In concert with the Social Credit government of W.A.C. Bennett, Benguet proposes to transform Cypress Bowl into
what today would be considered a Whistler- style development.
The Valley Royale Development, as it was called, would include nearly 9,000 dwellings and commercial
establishments; it would be a destination ski resort within a stone's throw of the city of Vancouver. Public outrage
erupts when these plans were discovered. Citizens already concerned with excessive logging in Cypress Bowl
crowd into public meetings to condemn the proposed development and to decry the involvement of an offshore
corporation whose profits appeared to come mostly from gambling casinos. The provincial government is forced
to back off, and the development dies.
1969 - Evy Burfield passes away from cancer.
1971 - In 1971/1972, initial ski facilities are built on Mt. Strachan and Black Mountain
1972 - Norm Deacon sells Westlake Lodge to Ron Caverly. Who renames it Cypress Park Resort.
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1972 - Bob Williams, the NDP government member in charge of the Department of Environment, Lands and Parks
decides that all downhill ski facilities will be located on Mount Strachan and Black Mountain, rather than
Hollyburn.
1972 -The B.C. government begins to build a $ l3 million highway up Hollyburn Mountain to Cypress Bowl.
1973 - Construction of the Cypress Bowl highway is completed.
1974 - Hollyburn becomes a cross-country ski area. Fred Burfield changes his ski shop to rent out cross-country
skis.
1975 - In 1975, the NDP government of Dave Barrett declared Cypress a Class A provincial park, a recreational
area 2100 hectares in size.
1976 - Cypress Provincial Park, including a new alpine ski development and improved Nordic runs, opens.
1982 -The Howe Sound Crest Trail right-of-way and the Lions are added to Cypress Provincial Park, increasing its
size by almost 900 hectares.
April 1,1984 - Hollyburn Ski Lodge closes its doors after the B.C. government purchases it from Fred Burfield.
1984 - In 1984, after almost a decade of losses, the Social Credit government of Bill Bennett privatized the ski
operations, which are purchased by Cypress Bowl Recreations Ltd., owned by Wayne Booth. The Bennett
government sells the multi-million dollar facilities are sold for $500,000, with a 50-year renewable Park Use
Permit.
1986 - Cypress Bowl Recreations Ltd. is allowed to expand the ski area around Cypress Bowl by about one/third.
November 3, 1986 - Westlake (Cypress Park) Lodge burns to the ground.
1988 - Cypress Bowl Recreations Ltd. proposes a new major expansion of its permit area onto the southwest that
contains the park's largest stand of a scarce forest site association, which promotes the growth of exceptionally
large trees.
1990 - The “Friends of Cypress Provincial Park Society” is formed to protect park values in Cypress Provincial Park.
Specifically, the Society's purposes are: (a) To promote preservation of the natural environment and special
natural features of Cypress Provincial Park for their intrinsic value and for the inspiration and enjoyment of
present and future generations as a public trust; (b) To promote preservation of the park's special historical and
cultural features; (c) To foster, through education, an understanding and appreciation of the park's natural
features; (d) To do all things as are incidental and ancillary to the attainment of the above purposes.
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The Hollyburn Lodge Renewal Project
Preserving the History of Hollyburn Lodge
The Hollyburn Lodge Renewal Project is a result of a remarkable team effort going back over 90 years.
The story of Hollyburn Lodge began in 1924 when Rudolph Jules Verne and a group of fellow Scandinavians
converted the abandoned Nasmyth mill buildings on Hollyburn Ridge into the first commercial ski operation on
the North Shore mountains. One of these Scandinavians, Eilif Haxthow, took several photos on Hollyburn
Mountain and wrote an account of his experiences operating the 'ski camp at the old mill' from the fall of 1924 to
the spring of 1926.
In 1926/1927, Oscar Pearson and his cousins, Ole Anderson and Andrew Irving, moved the 'old mill' ski facilities to
First Lake, renamed the facilities the Hollyburn Ski Camp, and were owner/operators of the ski camp from 1927 to
1946. Their efforts to introduce skiing and ski jumping to local residents, and the weekly Hollyburn articles that
Pollough Pogue wrote for the Daily Province during the late 1920s enticed many Vancouverites to climb the
Hollyburn trail to hike, ski, and build private cabins on Hollyburn Ridge.
By 1930, the Hollyburn Pacific Ski Club and the Vancouver Ski Club had formed and were active on the mountain.
The two clubs built cabins near First Lake and organized ski jump tournaments and ski races, which eventually
drew competitors and spectators from towns and cities throughout the Pacific Northwest. The Hollyburn Ski Camp
became the unofficial community centre for the two ski clubs, the cabin owners on 'the Ridge' and their guests.
Saturday night dances at the ski camp grew into legend.
In 1932, Pollough Pogue began to publish the Hiker & Skier magazine, which included articles about the North
Shore mountains and reports from local ski clubs. The success of local ski jumpers and ski racers such as Nordal
Kaldahl, Tom Mobratten, Henry Sotvedt, Noel 'Irish' Beaumont, Gus Johnson, Harry Burfield, Jack Pratt, Jack
Roocroft, Daisy Bourdon and Peggy Harlin in competitions on the slopes of Hollyburn drew more people to the
mountain. Tom Mobraaten was a competitor in the Olympic ski-jumping tournament at Garmisch-Partenkirchen,
Germany in 1936 and later at St. Moritz in 1948. In 1954, Jack Roocroft, who had been trained by Nordal Kaldahl
and Henry Sotvedt, was a member of the Canadian jumping team that competed at the FIS Nordic World Ski
Championships in Falun, Sweden. Henry Sotvedt was on the Olympic Bid Committee in 1968 for the Winter
Olympics to come to Whistler. He was also the first Canadian to receive certification as a judge in international ski
jumping.
In 1946, the Burfield family purchased the ski camp and renamed it Hollyburn Ski Lodge. Soon after the Hollyburn
chairlift opened in 1950, baby boomers began to appear on Popfly hill above the Lodge. During the 1950s and
early 60s there were three lodges on Hollyburn Ridge: Hi-View Lodge, Westlake Lodge and Hollyburn Lodge.
After the loss of the chairlift and Hi-View Lodge due to fire in 1965, the number of visitors to Hollyburn Ski Lodge
decreased dramatically. Fred Burfield was able to keep the Lodge open, thanks in part, to the continued
patronization of the Lodge by Hollyburn's cabin community. When the Cypress Bowl Road was completed in 1973,
and chairlifts were built on Mt. Strachan and Black Mountain, Hollyburn Ski Lodge became a favourite destination
for growing numbers of cross-country skiers.
Cypress Bowl Recreation Limited (CBRL) purchased the Lodge in 1984 and renamed it Hollyburn Lodge. After
Westlake Lodge burned down in 1986, Hollyburn Lodge was the last of the historic lodges built on the North Shore
mountains before 1960.
In 1992, Bud & Naomi MacInnes organized the first Pioneer Skiers' Reunions at Hollyburn Lodge. Gordon & lola
Knight, and Bob & Greta Tapp, concerned about the deteriorating condition of the Lodge, created the Hollyburn
Ski Camp Project in 1998. Jackie Baker contributed a small watercolour of the Lodge, which became the logo for
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the project. The Hollyburn Heritage Society (HHS) was formally established in April 2000. The same year, DWV
Manager of Parks & Recreation gave HHS a $2500 line-of-credit to help cover the Society’s expenses. (HHS has
received a grant from DWV every year since.)
Recognizing the many challenges related to the restoration of Hollyburn Lodge, particularly the fundraising and
jurisdictional issues, HHS focused their efforts on collecting and sharing documents, photos and movies related to
the history of Hollyburn Mountain.
During the next decade, people who were active on Hollyburn in the 1920s, 30s, 40s and 50s donated thousands
of photos, home movies, articles, newspaper clippings, and artifacts to HHS, many of which were later shared on
the Hollyburn Heritage Society website and Facebook page.
In 2001, Peggy Massey, daughter of Eilif Haxthow, contacted HHS regarding the photos her father had taken on
Hollyburn Ridge in the 1920s and 30s. She had also found her father's journal, written in Norwegian, which was
soon translated by Jurgen Dahlie. Copies of EiIif's photos and his journal were donated to HHS.
A detailed history of Hollyburn Mountain began to emerge. Francis Mansbridge, assisted by Lois Enns, used
material collected by HHS to write "Hollyburn: The Mountain & the City", which was published in 2009 by
publisher Ron Hatch, owner of Ronsdale Press.
HHS continued to be a strong advocate for the restoration of Hollyburn Lodge. In 2006, the District of West
Vancouver provided funding for a Hollyburn Lodge Restoration Feasibility Study, which was completed by Don
Luxton and Associates later that year. This assessment included a Statement of Significance, information about
the condition of the Hollyburn Lodge, a suggested plan for restoration and an estimate of the costs for
restoration; $888,888.00. Jean Ferguson, a West Vancouver Councillor, confirmed DWV’s support for the project
at the Pioneer Skiers’ Reunion in September 2006. In 2011, DWV committed $200,000 towards the project. The
same year, the project received $100,000 in Olympic Legacy funding. Due to the extensive deterioration in the
foundation of the Lodge, it was later determined that reconstruction rather restoration was the best way forward.
The Hollyburn Ridge Association led by Catharine Rockandel, and Jackie Swanson strengthened the relationship
between the Hollyburn Ridge cabin owners and the District of West Vancouver. Deputy CAO for the District of
West Vancouver Brent Leigh's leadership in moving the Hollyburn Lodge project forward was crucial to its success.
Cypress Mountain's management team strongly supported the renewal of Hollyburn Lodge and submitted a
proposal to the ownership group including CNL Lifestyle Properties and Boyne Resorts to facilitate the core
funding for the project out of Cypress' capital reserve. CNL and Boyne's support for the project funding was
confirmed in October 2014. Kevin Healy's and Chris Frampton’s expertise was key in the later stages, as was
involvement of many volunteers in the rebuild and the support of West Vancouver's Mayor Michael Smith and
Council.
In summary, the renewal of Hollyburn Lodge was made possible because of the collection and sharing of the
compelling history of the Lodge, the political journey, the hard work of Cypress Mountain staff, outside trades,
and services and a strong community of volunteers. To this day, Hollyburn Mountain photos and articles past and
present are collected and shared by Archivist Don Grant. This collection of mountain history is considered to be
one of the best in Canada.
The renewed Hollyburn Lodge is a masterpiece of devotion and cooperation. Thank-you District of West
Vancouver, BC Parks Olympic Legacy Fund, Hollyburn Heritage Society, Hollyburn Ridge Association, and Cypress
Mountain, all founding donors and all the corporate and private donors noted on the donation board.
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